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        Violence Prevention Initiatives
 
 
 
 
       “The thing the Church needs most today is the ability to heal wounds and to warm the hearts of the faithful; it needs nearness, proximity. I see the church as a field hospital after battle. It is useless to ask a seriously injured person if he has high cholesterol and about the level of his blood sugars! You have to heal his wounds. Then we can talk about everything else. Heal the wounds, heal the wounds. ... And you have to start from the ground up.” – Pope Francis Nonviolence can heal Chicago.
 
 
The Violence Prevention Initiative is guided by Pope Francis’ call to be the field hospital – proximate to those trapped and suffering from the wounds and trauma of all forms of violence. We are faith inspired, data driven and collaborative – knowing that it is through relationships and direct engagement that we are most effective. We:
 	 Inspire and coordinate the Catholic community’s collaborative response to violence in all its forms, including but not limited to root causes like racism, domestic violence, gun violence and economic injustice.
 
	 Build safe and peaceful communities using a comprehensive safety model for parishes, schools, and communities, which incorporates:
 	 Crisis planning and training,
 
	 Social, emotional and trauma informed practices with path to services,
 
	 Education training and practice in nonviolence, restorative justice and conflict resolution,
 	 Guides on school safety and houses of worship
 

 
	 Committed to safe spaces and time for community dialogue and
 
	 Evidence-based information on safety and prevention.
 

 
	 Support peaceful pathways by partnering with and supporting existing, effective violence prevention programs that address acute and root causes of violence.
 
	 Provide leadership guidance and subject matter expertise to establish an effective inter-religious violence prevention coalition to advocacy and awareness around:
 	 Policing and firearm policy reform,
 
	 Coordination and investment in violence prevention programs,
 
	 Economic development in disinvested communities and
 
	 Trauma informed practice, counseling and mental health and social services.
 

 

  
  
  
 
 
 
          Gun Violence Statistics    
  	More than two-thirds of gun violence is suicide, and it’s growing, to 40,000 Americans in 2018 and to the leading cause of death for teens.
	More Americans have died from gun violence than all American wars combined.
	Three-quarters of all U.S. murders in 2017 – 14,542 out of 19,510 – involved a firearm. (Pew Research)
	The 39,773 total gun deaths in 2017 were the most since at least 1968, the earliest year for which the CDC has online data. This was slightly more than the 39,595 gun deaths recorded in the prior peak year of 1993. (Pew Research)
	While 2017 saw the highest total number of gun deaths in the U.S., this statistic does not take into account the nation’s growing population. On a per capita basis, there were 12 gun deaths per 100,000 people in 2017 – the highest rate in more than two decades. (Pew Research)
	41% of adolescents in gun-owning households report having “easy access” to the guns in their homes. (Simonetti JA, Mackelprang JL, Rowhani-Rahbar A., Zatxick D., Rivara FP, Psychiatric comorbidity suicidality, and in-home firearm access among nationally representative sample of adolescents, JAMA Psychiatry; 2015;72(2);152-159)
	In incidents of gunfire, on school grounds, 78% of shooters under age 18 obtained the gun(s) from their home or the homes of relatives or friends. (Everytown for Gun Safety)
	22% of Americans own firearm. Only 3% own half the guns. (NPR)
	4.6 million American children live in homes with guns that are both loaded and unlocked. (Journal of Urban Health)
	One million women have been killed by their partners and a firearm in the home increase the likelihood of a woman being killed by five times – American women are 21 times more likely to die by firearm-related homicide than other high-income countries.

 While mass and school shootings represent less than two percent of all gun violence, their tragic and terrifying results cause fear and division. The Secret Service's annual Mass Attacks in Public Spaces report notes almost all of the alleged criminals in 27 mass attacks in 2018 had gone through a critical and recent life stressor. And almost all had made alarming or threatening communications directed toward or in the presence of others. In more than 75% of the cases, someone else had noticed a sign of concern. (CNN)
 We know violence is a learned behavior, often starting in the home and turned to by those disconnected and in distress. Each us has a role to prevent violence. For our office and for the archdiocese, we work with a number of organizations with programs in place that address many forms of violence and continually heal wounds of those lost in the wake of violence. These organizations include our parishes and missions, Catholic Charities – Tolton Peace Center and Peace Corner, Mercy Home, Maryville Academy, Marillac St. Vincent House, St. Joseph Services, Domestic Violence Awareness Ministry, Kolbe House and interreligious and civic partners including Communities Partnering 4 Peace, Chicago CRED programs, Institute for Nonviolence Chicago, Heartland Alliance REDI program and Parenting 4 Nonviolence.
 The cities of New York and Los Angeles have record low gun violence rates. As of 2017, the proven violence prevention models used in New York and Los Angeles are underway in Chicago. In Chicago, police districts where coordinated programs are in place, gun violence has been reduced by approximately 25 percent. We are changing the false narrative that there is nothing that we can do and recognize that, indeed, we each have a role to play in healing our city. The Archdiocese of Chicago is committed to building safe and peaceful communities through supporting violence prevention, police and firearm policy reforms and building the capacity of programs that support nonviolence, restorative justice and trauma informed practices. We see ways to do this through building awareness and increasing access to education, training in domestic violence, nonviolence and restorative justice, and we aim to use archdiocesan assets to address gaps in programs and services and provide moral leadership through awareness and advocacy.
 The Archdiocese of Chicago supports building evidence-based and effective intervention and prevention approaches. It also collaborates broadly to break the cycles of family instability, despair, racism and poverty, and to create conditions for peace. In April 2017, the archdiocese launched a violence prevention initiative to both increase the capacity and reach of current programs that address roots of violence, and to identify and actively seek collaboration with like-purposed organizations. In particular, we look for organizations and programs that have already engaged in the hard work of tending to those traumatized and suffering from violence.
 Our mission is a sustained effort to leverage the unique resources of the Church – parishes, programs, property and the pulpit – to inspire, educate, advocate and collaborate in support of the practice of nonviolence, healing, learning, data-driven safety practices and restorative justice. We increase the capacity of current violence prevention programs by leveraging the Peaceful Pathways model, through parish, civic and interfaith partnerships that engage the communities and unleash financial and human capital resources to build capacity in current successful programs.
 Our ability to navigate conflict is reinforced by our partners who impart valuable skills and knowledge through curricula and resources that focus on many facets of violence prevention and healing. The work we do and the organizations with which we choose to partner are morally grounded and data driven.
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Our Efforts and Partner Recommendations    
    One never rises to the occasion – one sinks to their level of training. This means we support crisis planning and training for the many institutions around Chicago. We also believe in incorporating social emotional learning through Trauma Informed practices, as well as mental and emotional health resourcing. The Department of Homeland Security hosts incredible resources, including guides on school safety and houses of worship.
 We strive to connect institutions in Chicago with resources that can help bring knowledge and training resources to understand how to reduce the potential for violence in each given circumstance.
 
    Trauma Informed
 The Chicagoland Trauma-Informed Congregation Network is an interfaith table that brings together faith-rooted organizations and others interested in using our collective wisdom to respond to the call to facilitate and deepen the role of faith communities in recognizing and creating “safe and brave spaces” that support the healing of trauma experienced by individuals and communities. Mercy Home for Boys and Girls is another strong organization that orchestrates a trauma informed training, focusing on building educators’ skills in responding to students affected by trauma and/or adversity, and understanding it.
 Catholic Lawyer Guild – Restorative Justice Committee
 The Guild offers guidance to the Precious Blood Ministry of Reconciliation in the Back of the Yards neighborhood of Chicago. This ministry sought to serve “as agents of reconciliation and healing with those in our community and our Church who have been impacted by violence and conflict.” The core of this initiative uses “Peace Circles” to engage victims and the accused in dialogue. Led by Father David Kelly, this initiative is part of the national Restorative Justice Project movement.
 
    Family Fire
 Any time violence occurs due to an improperly guarded, stored or misused firearm, the result is family fire. Learn more through Brady United about what you can do. The organization strongly advocates and delves into the details of a four-step approach – ask, act, talk and learn – to end family fire.
 
    ADL Holocaust Education
 From at-the-dinner-table discussion points, to FAQs, to podcasts, to formalized lesson plans, the Anti-Defamation League offers deep resources to help you educate about the Holocaust, defamation today and establishing anti-bias.
 
    The Instrument of Peace Fund
 As part of these efforts, Cardinal Cupich created a philanthropy fund called the Instruments of Peace Fund, which has provided nearly $250,000 from his personal charitable-works to support ongoing evidenced based and effective programs to directly touch those in the 19 most violence-affected areas of Chicago. 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
         What Can You Do to support the “field hospital”?    
    Violence on a large scale can be overwhelming to think about and talk about, let along act to try and prevent. But there are ways you can make an impact.
 	Become educated around violence, locally and nationally.
	Organize your community to host forums and learn about existing programs that you can support to help make a difference.
	Support local community organizations and citizens trying to ignite change and educate.
	Engage with your family and community to understand the current and potential impacts of violence, and share resources.

 
    Give Online
 Click here to make your gift to the Instruments of Peace Fund today.
 
    Give by Mail
 Send a check or money order payable to Archdiocese of Chicago. Please indicate “The Instruments of Peace Fund” on the memo line.
 Archdiocese of Chicago
 Instruments of Peace Fund
 835 North Rush Street
 Chicago, Illinois 60611
 
    The archdiocese works with and can recommend a number of organizations in and around Chicago to help address issues of violence. Below you can find pathways to social and mental health services and information about trauma and violence.
 	Archdiocese of Chicago Domestic Violence Awareness Ministry
	Father Augustus Tolton Peace Center
	Learn more about trauma, violence and the brain through Mercy Home for Boys and Girls.
	Lurie Children’s Hospital Center for Child Resilience  
	Recognizing the Warning Signs of Youth Violence
	USCCB Resources on Violence
	Gun Violence Prevention Action Committee

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
          In the News    
  	Archdiocese and Students Team Up on Solutions to Chicago Violence (Read)
	Parkland Students Kickoff National Tour with Rally at St. Sabina (Read)
	Giffords Ad, Chicago Strong (Watch)
	Statement of Cardinal Blase J. Cupich on the Tragic Loss of Life in Parkland, Florida (Read)
	Statement of Cardinal Blase J. Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago, on the Shooting of Chicago Police Commander Paul Bauer (Read)
	Archdiocese of Chicago Names Phil Andrew Director of Violence Prevention Initiatives (Read)
	Statement of Cardinal Blase J. Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago, on the Texas and Kentucky School Shootings (Read)
	Statement of Cardinal Blase J. Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago, on the Sutherland Springs, Texas Tragedy (Read)
	Statement of Cardinal Blase J. Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago, on the Las Vegas Tragedy (Read)
	Statement of Archbishop Blase J. Cupich on Marist High School Racism Incident (Read)
	April 2017 News Conference Announcing Initiative (Read)

    
 
   Quotes to Incorporate    
  “The thing the church needs most today is the ability to heal wounds and to warm the hearts of the faithful; it needs nearness, proximity. I see the church as a field hospital after battle. It is useless to ask a seriously injured person if he has high cholesterol and about the level of his blood sugars! You have to heal his wounds. Then we can talk about everything else. Heal the wounds, heal the wounds. ... And you have to start from the ground up.”
 Pope Francis
 “The consistent practice of nonviolence has broken barriers, bound wounds, healed nations – and it can heal Chicago.”
 Pope Francis
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